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given to them and they will be dispossessed of what they have
been given. Sex urge is a fine and noble thing. There is nothing
to be ashamed of in it. But it is meant only for the act of creation.
Any other use of it is a sin against God and humanity. Contra-
ceptives of a kind there were before and there will be hereafter,
but the use of them was formerly regarded as sinful. It was
reserved for our generation to glorify vice by calling it virtue.
The greatest disservice protagonists of contraceptives are ren-
dering to the youth of India is to fill their minds with what
appears to me to be wrong ideology. Let the young men and
women of India who hold her destiny in their hands beware of
this false god and guard the treasure with which God has bles-
sed them and use it, if they wish, for the purpose for which it
is intended.

Hartjan. 28-3-1936
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A YOUTH'S DIFFICULTY

A Correspondent who prefers to remain anonymous seeks
an answer to a question arising out of my article* in the
Harijan addressed to the young. Although it is a sound rule to
ignore anonymous correspondence, I do sometimes make ar
exception when the question put is substantial as in the present
case.

The letter is in Hindi and is longer than it need have been
Its purport is :

" From your writing I doubt if you understand the young mind
What has been possible for you is not possible for all young men. !
happen to be married. I can restrain myself. My wife cannot. Sin
does not want children but she does want to enjoy herself. What an
I to do ? Is it not my duty to satisfy her ? I am not generous enougl
to look upon her satisfying her desire through other channels. X rea<
from the papers that you are not averse to promoting marriages an<
blessing them. Surely you know or ought to know that they are no
contracted with the high purpose that you have mentioned."

The correspondent is right. The fact that I bless so man]
marriages when they satisfy the tests that I have set as to age

* The preceding article " For the Young'